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JENNIFER LEOIKI-DRINO

Mother of two children, one with learning differences

Parent Empowerment Coach, Consultant and Advocate

Private School Representative with SEAC (Special Education 
Advisory Council) for the Department of Education

HIDA Board Member and Public Awareness Committee Chair



MISSION 

Increase awareness of dyslexia in our community

Provide support for people with dyslexia, their families, educators

Promote teacher training

Improve literacy for struggling readers



PROGRAMS
Public Awareness & Educational Outreach

○ Phone & Email Support

○ Website & YouTube Channel

○ Presentations/Webinars

○ Locally developed/published A Resource Guide About Dyslexia for People 
in Hawai‘i

Teacher & Tutor Training
○ Webinars & Workshops

○ Scholarships for conferences & workshops that promote Structured 
Literacy Instruction 

https://hi.dyslexiaida.org

https://hi.dyslexiaida.org


When you see:    Pronounce it as:
         P  /r/ 

T  /d/
J  /v/ or /l/
X /ch/
W /s/ or /z/ 

MEMORIZE THIS CODE



PEATING 
XANGEW JIJEW

READ THIS SENTENCE





READING 
CHANGES LIVES

DECODED IT SAYS:



15 PHONEMES (or one component sound of spoken words) 
were used in our sentence; and only 7 of them were coded.

PEATING   XANGEW   JIJEW

       Still… many of us couldn’t read it.

READING  CHANGES  LIVES 

DID YOU CRACK THE CODE?



In order to read, 

you must learn to DECODE

Translate Print into Speech 



MYTHS ABOUT DYSLEXIA 
Is caused by:
▪  a disease

▪  low intelligence

▪  lack of motivation,  laziness or 
a bad attitude

▪  poor vision

▪ is uncommon

▪  can be “cured”

▪  only during school hours

▪  simply “seeing things 
backwards”



FACTS ABOUT DYSLEXIA 

Individuals with dyslexia can:
▪  learn to read

▪  be gifted 

▪  be identified before 3rd grade

Dyslexia occurs:
▪ at all intelligence levels

▪  in both boys and girls

▪  in all ethnic groups

▪ at all socioeconomic levels

▪ in families (hereditary)



DYSLEXIA 

Language-Based Learning Difference
Can make it very difficult for student to have academic success in 
typical school setting

Refers to Cluster of Symptoms
Leads to difficulties with specific language skills, particularly reading
Other difficulties including spelling, writing, pronouncing words
 
Affects Individuals throughout their Lives
Doesn’t go away when school ends





Dyslexia is caused by neuro-anatomical and 
neuro-chemical differences in brain activity. 

      

        speech     phoneme processing     visual word fluency
    

                                             typical reader’s brain                                     dyslexic reader’s brain
                                                                                                     

       Eden et al., Neuron, 2004 and Eric Tridas, From ABC to  ADHD, 2009.

WHAT CAUSES DYSLEXIA



These brain differences cause 

people with dyslexia to have difficulty

 decoding oral and written language.

BRAIN DIFFERENCES CAUSE DYSLEXIA





▪ difficulty counting sounds or syllables in words

▪ confuses words that look similar (horse for house)

▪ misreads/omits small words when reading out loud (the, at)

▪ slow and laborious word-by-word reading

▪ difficulty with reading comprehension

SIGNS OF DYSLEXIA | READING



▪ weak spelling skills - may do well on school spelling tests, but makes 
many spelling errors in daily work 

▪ poor handwriting

▪ difficulty with written assignments – may have many good ideas, but 
cannot write in a coherent manner

SIGNS OF DYSLEXIA | WRITING



▪ slow to learn time, days of the week, seasons

▪ difficulty retaining sequence of math steps

▪ reverses  numbers or confuses signs

▪ difficulty copying math problems, organizing problem-solving steps, or aligning numbers

▪ frequent calculation errors

SIGNS OF DYSLEXIA | MATH



▪  delayed language development
▪ difficulty… 

▪ learning the alphabet
▪ learning nursery rhymes
▪ following oral directions
▪ Learning a foreign language

▪  problems…
▪ pronouncing words
▪ retrieving words in speech
▪ expressing ideas clearly

SIGNS OF DYSLEXIA | SPOKEN 
LANGUAGE    



OTHER LEARNING 
DIFFERENCES 
Dyscalculia

Dysgraphia

Auditory Processing Disorder

ADHD (inattentive, hyperactive, combined)

Autism Spectrum Disorder

Anxiety

Depression

Possible Challenges 
or Strengths
3 to 5 X’s more work and energy to 

complete a task

Focus/ Attention Moderating

Social Cognition/ Skills

Language Processing

Vocabulary

Background Knowledge

Memory

Processing Speed

Fluency

Executive Function (3 to 5 year rule)

COVID Impacts

OTHER CONDITIONS 



  SUPPORT:BEST PRACTICES
Use A Team Approach for Home + School Collaboration

Teachers

Administrators

Tutors

Speech Pathologist

Mentors

Psychiatrist

Psychologist

Behaviorists

Service providers

Support staff

Others: Clergy



Support Whole Child/Student

● socially + emotionally + behaviorally + 
academically

Include Child/Student at every step

● identify their unique + individual strengths

● explicitly teaching learning strategies

● building confidence

● self advocate

SUPPORT:BEST PRACTICES



ACCOMMODATIONS

Change how a student learns material

Formal

  legally provided via IEP or 504 plan (e.g., extended time on tests)

Informal

  requested by parent or student (e.g., doing only odd-numbered 

problems on math worksheet)



ACCOMMODATIONS + EQUITY

Individuals receive

what they need 

to be successful



   ACCOMMODATIONS
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

Any device, software or equipment, 
that can help kids with learning and attention issues
work around their challenges

Speech to text

Text to speech

Grammarly

Spell check

Calculator

Audio books

Note taking pen

Record devices for lectures and notes

Photos of assignments

Assignments trackers



EMBRACE LEARNING DIFFERENCE
   
Self-acceptance is critical to self-awareness & self-advocacy

Help child to develop interests and talents… make time every 
day for what feeds their soul! 



SELF-ADVOCACY TOOL

Encourage/help child in developing 
advocacy skills

       learn about ways to advocate for 
themselves in/out of school

Download 2-sided card at:

https://hi.dyslexiaida.org/you-are-not-alone/

https://hi.dyslexiaida.org/you-are-not-alone/


SELF-ADVOCACY TOOL

Print, fill-in and give to your 
teachers as a reminder of your 
accommodations

Download 2-sided card at:

https://hi.dyslexiaida.org/you-are-not-alone/

https://hi.dyslexiaida.org/you-are-not-alone/


2016: Motto adopted by Oregon Branch of IDA Student 
Empowerment Group

Can’t change dyslexia or make easier for a student in school

CAN help make students feel they are not alone with dyslexia

2020: HIDA joins You Are Not Alone movement

Request a FREE wristband: info.hi@dyslexiaida.org



DYSLEXIA DOESN’T GO AWAY

With proper instruction + support, people with dyslexia:
 

➔ can develop their talents

➔ achieve their potential

➔ make their contributions to society



RESILIENCE + GRIT

Important for parents & teachers to 
possess + send the right kinds of messages 
to struggling children/students.

▪ brains of people with dyslexia are different

▪ struggles are connected to strengths

▪ work on areas of challenge, but understand + build strengths

▪ child/student will have to work harder than other kids in school + need to develop 
a strong work ethic





                                             HIDA YouTube Channel

                               Advocacy and Your Child with Learning Differences

                               Back to School and Your Child with Learning Differences

                               Self-Care for Parents of Children with Learning Differences

                               Tips and Support for Parents of Children with Dyslexia

                               

DyslexiaIDA.org

HawaiiDisabilityRights.org

LDAamerica.org                      

ATRC.org

LDAHawaii.org

Understood.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXIUk7e6Dx04uojNherXWzg/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDIKgT3ANyw&list=PLEThgJS2YaXIs_7_j2UUM11bqzCEqHABE&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDLp9cYC7MU&list=PLEThgJS2YaXIs_7_j2UUM11bqzCEqHABE&index=4&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjvCi2G7Yws&list=PLEThgJS2YaXIs_7_j2UUM11bqzCEqHABE&index=2&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5xXGhxrBodg&list=PLEThgJS2YaXIs_7_j2UUM11bqzCEqHABE
https://dyslexiaida.org/fact-sheets/
https://hawaiidisabilityrights.org/
https://ldaamerica.org/info/rights-and-responsibilities-of-college-students-with-learning-disabilities-ld/
https://www.atrc.org/
http://ldahawaii.org
https://www.understood.org/articles/en/7-things-to-k


KEEP INFORMED | HIDANEWS
https://hi.dyslexiaida.org/news/

YOUR SUPPORT CHANGES LIVES
https://hi.dyslexiaida.org/donate/donate/

https://hi.dyslexiaida.org/news/
https://hi.dyslexiaida.org/donate/donate/


HI.DyslexiaIDA.org

“Hawaii Dyslexia - HIDA YouTube”

(808) 538-7007

info.HI@DyslexiaIDA.org

@hawaiidyslexia

http://hi.dyslexiaida.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXIUk7e6Dx04uojNherXWzg/playlists
mailto:info.HI@DyslexiaIDA.org
https://www.facebook.com/hawaiidyslexia


Coaching For Ohana
Jennifer Leoiki-Drino

www.coachingforohana.com

jleoikidrino@yahoo.com

808-223-6858

Let’s navigate the journey of Dyslexia together

http://www.coachingforohana.com
mailto:jleoikidrino@yahoo.com

