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Objectives
• prepare for changes in services and supports 

for your child & Family

• Review benefits of participating in a Part C 
Transition Conference

• Learn about DOE- Special Education Preschool

○ Evaluation & Eligibility Process

○ Service Delivery Options



What is Transition?
● Movement from one situation to another

● Natural event for all children and their families

● Successful transitions begin as people think about 
transition, work together, and think ahead



✓   Be Informed
✓   Develop positive relationships
✓   Share your feelings
✓   Talk with other families

Preparing for Change



● Future Services and Placements
● Prepare Child and Family for Changes in 

Services to Support a Smooth Transition from 
one program to another

● Part C Transition Conference

Transition Planning



● Transition planning begins at the initial IFSP for every child

● Plan is reviewed at each IFSP meeting

● Includes steps to be taken to support the child and family through transition

● Includes appropriate service options based on discussion with the family

Individualized Family Support Plan (IFSP)
Early Intervention Section – IDEA Part C



� Department of Education- Special Education services

� Private Preschool/Child Care Centers

� Playgroups/Community Programs

� Traveling Preschools

� Home

Transition Options



● Begin to establish relationships with providers of the 
next environment for your child

● Opportunity for the family to share hopes, dreams, 
expectations, concerns regarding their child’s future

● Opportunity to consider range of options available in 
the community

Purpose of a Part C Transition Conference



●  Family: Has the opportunity to gather and share information

●  Care Coordinator: Facilitates the conference

●  Program Representatives: Shares information about their program 
and supports available to the child

What to Expect at a 
Part C Transition Conference



• Discuss the setting(s) family would like to apply or make a referral to

• Support the family through the referral or application process

• Plan and assist with any next steps to help prepare the child and family 
for the next setting

Support from your Care Coordinator



● Starts the referral process to DOE

● Allows EI to share information about the child

● With consent, may include the child’s IFSP, evaluations, etc.

Opt Out/Declining DOE

● Parent signature is required to opt out

● Families may decline a referral to DOE

● Operation Search is provided to the family

Part C Transition Notice to DOE



Parent Story & Reflections



Dept. of Education- 
Special Education services 



Explain, Listen, and Learn 

Development of a plan Identify type of needs and services to address the needs
Based on research, child, family

Determine 
Placement

(“Where?”)

needs and services
(process)

Determine 
Services

(“What
Services

are needed?”)

Specially 
Designed 

Instruction 

(“We’ve 
identified the 

skill area, let’s 
talk about how 

and what needs to 
be worked on”)

IEP 
Development

(“We will be 
developing a plan 

to address your 
child’s needs 
based on the 
evaluation 

information”)

Meaningful
Involvement

(“These are the 
people who will be 

working with 
your child”)



Identifying Needs

What priority skill(s) does 
the child need to acquire to 

participate with typically 
developing peers?

What is developmentally 
appropriate?

priority skills



ASK
Where does the child usually spend time during the day?

Where are typically developing children in this age in this community?

Can the child’s individualized education program be implemented in 
the current setting and/or other settings with same age peers?

Placement Decisions

"The Department's longstanding position is that placement refers 
to the provision of special education and related services rather 

than a specific place, such as a specific classroom or specific school."
-U.S. Department of Education (2006). Federal Register, Vol. 71, No. 156, p.46588, p.46687  

Where is my child?  What does my child need?



Environments for Preschool age children

Kindergarten
Classroom

Public or Private
Preschool Program

Community-Based
Child Care Facility

Child’s Home

https://ideadata.org/preschool-toolkit/


Placement Discussions

Dear Colleague Letter

*EARLY 4
-Where is the child now?
-How is the child doing?
-What does the progress monitoring data say?
-What type of services does the child need?

*LATE 4
-Where is the child now?
-How is the child doing?
-What does the progress monitoring data say?
-What type of services does the child need?
-Support needed for transition to K?

*MID 3
-Where is the child now? 
-How is the child doing - data  
-What type of services are needed?
-Any changes?

Where is my child?  What does my child need?

*EARLY 3
-Where does the child usually
spend time during the day?
-What is appropriate for the child?
-What does the parent have to say?

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/idea/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/preschool-lre-dcl-1-10-17.pdf


                 PART C  (EI)              PART B  (DOE)
 ⠂0-3 years old; home-based    ⠂3-5 years old; services Based on Child needs

 ⠂Build parent’s capacity to support child    ⠂Support child’s transition to EC programs

 ⠂IFSP- can be with varying agencies    ⠂IEP- with DOE providers

 ⠂Services delivered through coaching    ⠂Services embedded in the setting

 ⠂Services available year-round    ⠂Services follow the school calendar

 ⠂Frequency of services is dependent on    ⠂Frequency of services is dependent on
     the child and family’s needs at home the child’s needs (direct or indirect)

PART C vs. PART B Comparison



Preparing Your Child for Change
Talk to your child about the next 

setting

Talk about some of the fun things 
that might happen, what he/she 

might see and do

Spend a little time at the site with 
your child

smoothly transition to a new 
setting, new people, etc. and  then 

increase his/her hours there

Check with the teacher if your child 
can bring items that are 

important to him/her, such as a 
special blanket, toy, and/or 

pictures of the family

Establish a special and consistent 
routine for saying goodbye to 

your child. A regular routine will 
help your child feel safe and 

reassure your return



Parent Story & ReflectionsParent Story & Reflections



Thoughts?

Questions?

Comments?



Early Intervention Referral Line:
808-594-0066 for Oahu
or 1-800-235-5477 for Neighbor Islands

Dept. of Education-Operation Search:
808-305-9806

CONTACT US



• Child & Family Service Early Head Start/Head Start

• Child Care Connection Hawaii

• Community Children's Council

• Dept. of Health- Children With Special Health Needs Program (CSHN)

• Dept. of Health- Early Intervention Section

• Dept. of Education- Special Education Section

• Dept. of Education- School Locator

• Developmental Disabilities Division (DDD)

• Dept. of Human Services

Resources

https://www.childandfamilyservice.org/programs/headstart/
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/ccch-subsidies/
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ParentsAndStudents/SupportForParents/Pages/CCC.aspx
http://health.hawaii.gov/cshcn/
http://health.hawaii.gov/eis/
https://hawaiipublicschools.org/school-services/what-is-special-education/
https://hawaiipublicschools.org/enrolling-in-school/find-your-school/
http://health.hawaii.gov/ddd
http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/


• Executive Office on Early Learning (EOEL)- Public Preschool

• Hawaii Children's Action Network

• Honolulu Community Action Program (HCAP) Early Head Start/Head Start

• Keiki O Ka ‘Aina - Family Learning Center

• Keiki Central

• Leadership in Disabilities & Achievement in Hawaii (LDAH)

• Parents & Children Together (PACT)

• People Attentive to Children (PATCH)

• The Children's Advocacy Project of Hawaii

Resources  (continued)

https://earlylearning.hawaii.gov/
http://www.hawaii-can.org/
https://www.hcapweb.org/headstart/
http://www.koka.org/
https://keikicentral.org/
http://www.ldahawaii.org/
http://www.pacthawaii.org/
http://www.patchhawaii.org/
https://cap4kids.org/hawaii/


THANK YOU!

Have A Magical Day!


