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F U N C T I O N A L
P E R F O R M A N C E

I n  t h e  T w o - P a r t  T e s t  f o r  I E P  E l i g i b i l i t y
U n d e r  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s  E d u c a t i o n

A c t  ( I D E A ) ,  a  c h i l d  m u s t  m e e t  b o t h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

T H E  C H I L D  H A S  A
Q U A L I F Y I N G  D I S A B I L I T Y

T H E  D I S A B I L I T Y  A D V E R S E L Y  A F F E C T S
E D U C A T I O N A L  P E R F O R M A N C E * ,  A N D

T H E  C H I L D  N E E D S  S P E C I A L I Z E D
I N S T R U C T I O N

EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE IS
ABOUT MORE THAN REPORT CARDS

E X A M P L E S  O F  S T R U G G L E S  T H A T  M A Y  Q U A L I F Y

A C A D E M I C  S K I L L S

C O M M U N I C A T I O N

E X E C U T I V E
F U N C T I O N I N G

S O C I A L - E M O T I O N A L
S K I L L S

F U N C T I O N A L
P E R F O R M A N C E

A R E A

D I F F I C U L T Y  R E A D I N G  F L U E N T L Y ,  P O O R  S P E L L I N G ,
I N C O M P L E T E  A S S I G N M E N T S ,  S T R U G G L E S  W I T H

C O M P R E H E N S I O N

T R O U B L E  E X P R E S S I N G  I D E A S ,
F O L L O W I N G  D I R E C T I O N S ,  O R  J O I N I N G

D I S C U S S I O N S

D I S O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,  F O R G E T F U L N E S S ,
L A C K  O F  F O C U S ,  T R O U B L E  C O M P L E T I N G

M U L T I - S T E P  T A S K S

A N X I E T Y  A B O U T  S C H O O L ,  L O W
C O N F I D E N C E ,  F R U S T R A T I O N ,  A V O I D A N C E ,

O R  A C T I N G  O U T

T R O U B L E  N A V I G A T I N G  R O U T I N E S ,  N E E D I N G
A D U L T  S U P P O R T  F O R  B A S I C  T A S K S ,
D I F F I C U L T Y  W I T H  I N D E P E N D E N C E

W H E N  S C H O O L S  S A Y  A  C H I L D  D O E S N ’ T  Q U A L I F Y  F O R  A N  I E P  B E C A U S E  T H E I R  G R A D E S  A R E  O K A Y ,  I T
C A N  B E  C O N F U S I N G  A N D  F R U S T R A T I N G — E S P E C I A L L Y  W H E N  Y O U  K N O W  S O M E T H I N G  I S N ’ T  R I G H T .

H E R E ’ S  W H A T  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W :

This is the key part. "Educational
performance" is not limited to

grades. It can include:

Specific Learning Disability (SLD), including dyslexia
Autism Spectrum Disorder
ADHD (Other Health Impairment)
Speech & Language Impairment
Hearing, Vision, or Orthopedic Impairments, and others

One or more of 13 categories, including:

* E d u c a t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n c l u d e s  h o w  a  c h i l d  l e a r n s ,  c o m m u n i c a t e s ,  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  a t  s c h o o l — n o t  j u s t  t h e i r  G P A  o r  s t a t e  t e s t  s c o r e s .

“ M y  c h i l d  m a y  b e  p a s s i n g ,  b u t  i t  t a k e s  h o u r s  o f  e x t r a  s u p p o r t  a t  h o m e  j u s t  t o  k e e p  u p . ”

H e l p f u l  P h r a s e s :

“ I ’ m  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h o w  m u c h  e f f o r t  i t  t a k e s  f o r  h i m  t o  d o  g r a d e - l e v e l  w o r k — a n d  h o w
a n x i o u s  h e ’ s  b e c o m i n g . ”
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MAKING A CLEAR ASK

“Based on what I’m seeing, I’d like to formally request a comprehensive special
education evaluation to determine if there’s a specific learning disability.”

“I understand that under IDEA, parents have the right to request this
evaluation, and I’d like to move forward with that today.”

(Optional if 504 may be appropriate:)
 “If an IEP isn’t the right path, I’d also like to explore a 504 Plan
simultaneously so [his/her] needs will be met.”

OPENING THE MEETING

“Thank you all for meeting with me today. I really appreciate the time and
effort you put into supporting my child.”

“I want to start by sharing some things I’ve been observing at home that are
really concerning to me.”

EXPRESSING OBSERVATIONS (WITHOUT JUDGMENT)

REFRAMING “THEY’RE FINE AT SCHOOL”

“I understand that [child’s name] may appear to be doing fine in the classroom
setting, but I’d like us to consider the full picture, including what I’m seeing at
home.”

“Grades or behavior aren’t the only indicators of a learning difficulty—
especially with bright, hardworking kids. I’d like to discuss whether there might
be a learning difference, such as dyslexia, that’s going unnoticed.”

ASKING ABOUT PROGRESS & DATA

“What data is currently being used to track [child’s name]’s reading progress?”

“Has [he/she] been screened for dyslexia or other reading-related issues?”

“What interventions have been tried so far, and how often are they being
provided?”

“At home, reading is a major struggle. [Child’s name] avoids it, becomes
frustrated quickly, and often says things like ‘I hate reading’ or ‘I’m not
smart.’”

“Homework that involves reading takes [X] times longer than it should. I often
have to sit right beside [him/her] just to get through a few sentences.”

“These struggles are beginning to impact [his/her] confidence and attitude
toward school.”

Parent Advocacy Meeting Script
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CLOSE WITH COLLABORATION

Follow-up tip
for parents:

After the
meeting,

always  follow
up with a
thank you
email that

also
summarizes

what was
discussed and

puts your
evaluation
request in

writing.
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Bonus: Sample Email to
Request an IEP Evaluation
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S u b j e c t :  R e q u e s t  f o r  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  E v a l u a t i o n
 
D e a r  [ P r i n c i p a l ’ s  N a m e  /  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t ] ,
 
I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  f o r m a l l y  r e q u e s t  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s p e c i a l
e d u c a t i o n  e v a l u a t i o n  f o r  m y  c h i l d ,  [ Y o u r  C h i l d ’ s  N a m e ] ,  w h o  i s
i n  [ G r a d e / C l a s s r o o m  T e a c h e r ] .
 
W h i l e  [ h e / s h e / t h e y ]  m a y  a p p e a r  t o  b e  d o i n g  o k a y  a c a d e m i c a l l y ,
I  h a v e  o n g o i n g  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  [ s p e c i f i c  s t r u g g l e s  —  e . g . ,
r e a d i n g  f l u e n c y ,  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  f o c u s ,  e t c . ] ,  w h i c h
I  b e l i e v e  m a y  b e  a f f e c t i n g  [ h i s / h e r / t h e i r ]  a b i l i t y  t o  f u l l y  a c c e s s
t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  s u c c e e d  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u p p o r t .
 
I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  e l i g i b i l i t y  u n d e r  I D E A  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a
d i s a b i l i t y  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e — n o t  j u s t
g r a d e s .  I  a m  r e q u e s t i n g  t h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  [ Y o u r
C h i l d ’ s  N a m e ]  m a y  q u a l i f y  f o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h r o u g h
a n  I n d i v i d u a l i z e d  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( I E P ) .
 
P l e a s e  c o n f i r m  r e c e i p t  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t  a n d  l e t  m e  k n o w  t h e  n e x t
s t e p s .
 
S i n c e r e l y ,  
[ Y o u r  N a m e ]  
[ Y o u r  C o n t a c t  I n f o ]
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Michelle

SCHEDULE A FREE PARENT CONSULT

Aloha! I am a nationally certified

Structured Literacy Dyslexia Specialist and

the parent of a child with dyslexia. I’m in

the trenches with you! My mission is to

support you throughout this journey.

Advocating for your child doesn’t have to

feel daunting. I’m here to help!

Knowing what to ask and what to look for in effective reading instruction are
essential first steps in a smooth literacy journey for your child.

Schedule a free 20-minute parent consultation at the link below or on my
website michellehendersonliteracy.com. We’ll discuss your top 3 concerns and
actionable steps to address them. Check below for ways to stay in touch!

I’m here to help!

@all.kids.can
michellewhenderson@gmail.com
michellehendersonliteracy.com
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D I S C L A I M E R :  M i c h e l l e  H e n d e r s o n  L i t e r a c y  a s s u m e s  n o  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  a n y  e r r o r s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h i s  r e s o u r c e .
T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  i s  o n  a n  " a s  i s "  b a s i s  w i t h  n o  g u a r a n t e e s  o f  l e g a l  c o m p l e t e n e s s ,  a c c u r a c y ,  u s e f u l n e s s ,  o r  t i m e l i n e s s .

michellehendersonliteracy.com

https://calendly.com/michellewhenderson/free-parent-consult

